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By now, we've all heard about Ani
DiFranco. Five years ago, the feisty lit-
tle folksinger was indie’s best-kept
secret. Die-hard Tori Amos fans had
never even heard of her (“Hey, aren’t
you that Annie DeFazio chick?,” peo-
ple in diners would conspiratorially
lean over and ask, eliciting giggles and
rolled eyes).

Yet despite her early stature as folk
music’s dark horse, DiFranco is enjoy-
ing more hype today than ever before,
and along with the tsunami of her ris-
ing popularity have come a number of
qualifying factors, also known as rea-
sons why Ani DiFranco is “so special”.

“Hey, did you know that Ani’s bisex -
ual?” “What about her feminist poli-
tics?” “I heard that she founded her
own record company!” “Doesn’t she
employ only local businesses to pro-
duce her merchandise?” “Ani’s keep-
ing Buffalo alive!” “Did you hear she
got married- to a man?” “Does she eat
meat?” “I think I saw her at the
Galleria once...she looked mad.”
“Ani’s pro-choice!” “Ani’s the second
cousin of my uncle’s secretary!” “Ani
will NEVER SELL OUT!”

Yes, children, Ani DiFranco has
become poster child to the gods
(despite vehemently asserting that she
had “no poster” in 1995). Her waxing
popularity has made her the fodder of
frat boys and screaming hippie chicks

see story on page 3...







